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SGA handing
out croakies
at tailgating

Say cheese

By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com

AUSTIN KOESTER/HERALD

Athletics Academic Adviser Dixie Mahurin, left, head football coach Willie Taggart, center, and Athletics Director
Ross Bjork, right, enjoy a moment at the Chili and Cheese luncheon Thursday at First Christian Church in Bowling
Green. Members of the football team, the WKU pep band and the cheerleading team were all in attendance.
Proceeds from the event went toward Junior Achievement of South Central Kentucky.

WKU trying to raise ACT
standards, retention rates
By KATHERINE WADE
news@wkuherald.com

Out of the 7,993 applicants
for Fall 2010:
600 were
denied
admission
to WKU

7,393 were
admitted
into WKU

In an effort to bring in students who are “college-ready,”
WKU is working to raise admission standards.
According to U.S. News and World Report list, WKU is
among the top 100 institutions with the highest acceptance
rate in the country with 92 percent acceptance.
Currently, for full admission into WKU, the minimum
high school grade point average is 2.5 on a 4.0 scale, or
an ACT composite of 20 or higher, according to the WKU
website.
Brian Meredith, associate vice president for Enrollment
Management, said raising the admission requirements will
hopefully impact retention.
“When you bring in better qualified students, they’ll do
better and stay longer,” Meredith said.
The WKU 2011 Fact Book states that in the fall of 2010,
7,993 prospective students applied to WKU and 7,393, or
92 percent, were admitted.
Of those admitted, 3,377, or 46 percent, students actually
enrolled at the university.

When students and Topper fans are tailgating or
heading to the Homecoming game, they can stop by
the Student Government Association’s tent on South
Lawn and get a croakie.
A croakie is a strap that connects to the end of sunglasses so they can hang around someone’s neck.
SGA Administrative Vice President Devon Hilderbrandt said over the summer, SGA members looked to
other universities such as the University of Kentucky and
Eastern Kentucky University during a retreat for ideas. The
other universities had given out pingpong balls, sunglasses
and croakies and said the items were really popular.
“This is something that we wanted to try and see
the kind of feedback it got, because this year, our main
purpose was to get our name out there and really try to
do some PR work,” Hilderbrandt said.
Hilderbrandt said croakies are “a different type of
thing to do” and also less expensive than T-shirts and
cups.
SEE CROAKIES, PAGE 3

Regents set
to meet today
By TESSA DUVALL
news@wkuherald.com

The Board of Regents on Friday will take action on
several items discussed during last month’s committee
meetings.
President Gary Ransdell said he expects the meeting
to be “fairly routine” and shorter than past meetings.
At the Board of Regents retreat, Ransdell said he
told the Regents that he would like to expedite board
meetings. This has meant having reports done for committee meetings so the whole board can simply ratify
what is presented, Ransdell said.
The Board of Regents has four committees — Academic Affairs, Executive, Finance and Budget, and
Student Affairs — each of which must approve action
items before they can go to the full board. The full board
then has the power to cast the final vote to approve or
disapprove items.
Only the board in its entirety can approve things,
Ransdell said.
Items up for discussion at today’s meeting include
approval of a graduate certificate, first reading of proposed changes to the Regent bylaws and approval of
personnel actions.
Additionally, final reports on enrollment, housing
and meal plan numbers will be given, Ransdell said.

SEE ACT, PAGE 2

English faculty members start a community yoga class
By MONTA REINFELDE
diversions@wkuherald.com

In the fast-paced and stressful environment that WKU students face on a
daily basis, founders of 4yoga say it's
essential to find a physical and mental
balance.
This new 4yoga group was made
exactly for the reason of relieving
stress and enhancing a quality of life.
4yoga classes started on Sept. 27
at Dance Images on 1803 Creason St.,
five minutes walking distance from
campus.
Two of the four founders of the
“4yoga” group are WKU English faculty members, Angela Jones and Kelly
Reames, who are also both certified
yoga teachers. The other two founders
are Kim Herald and Erica Jacknin.
Compared to other yoga classes
offered in Bowling Green, “4yoga”
stands out with its price. It is only $5
per class.
“We talk about ourselves as community yoga,” Jones said. “We try to

wkuherald.com
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be accessible for everybody.”
Jones said she is confident that the
modest price they offer will attract a
new audience — people who want to
try yoga, but never did due to financial
reasons.
“There is no risk,” Jones said.
“Five dollars and around an hour of
your time, then you can decide you
like it or not.”
Besides convenient location and
friendly price, there are other benefits
of participating in “4yoga” group.
“Yoga builds up flexibility and
strength,” Reames, a fellow instructor,
said. “It also clears the mind and helps
to focus on inner self.”
Jones said there are a lot of other
people in the yoga class whom you
can become friends with.
“Taking a yoga class is a chance to
expand your social circle,” Jones said,
remembering how she became friends
with other founders of “4yoga.”
SEE YOGA, PAGE 6
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Left to right: Kelly Reames, Angela Jones and Katie Green, all English professors at WKU, demonstrate a pose from their yoga sessions held at Dance Images on Creason Street. Reames and
Jones offer the classes at $5 per session and said they had the budgets of college students in
mind when they set the prices.
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class after taking it last something that she has
fall. Although Meers has done since she was 10
been working with the years old. But she is able
class and has a passion to take comfort in the one
for teaching, he admits on one work that she is
that Burnett shoots more able to do with the stuthan he does.
dents in the class now.
“She’s new, but she
“Hannah is very comhas more experience than petitive,” Meers said.
me,” he said.“She’s makMeers is able to direct
ing me look bad.”
the class as a whole and
The two of them work set up the second group
with Coach Joe Tinsley to while Tinsley is going
help keep the class run- over sheets of the hits
ning smoothly. Meers re- from group one. Meancalled that when he took while, Burnett works
the class, if a gun needed with a student one-onfixing, class stopped. one to help with everyNow, Tinsley can call on thing from holding the
Meers or Burnett to take gun to hitting the target.
care of it while he contin“I couldn’t make it
ues teaching.
without them,” said TinBurnett has been in- sley, a Bowling Green
volved
native.
i
n
“They
teachtake up
i n g
a lot of
correct
slack.”
shootBoth
i n g
B u r skills
nett and
since
Meers
she was
s a i d
Each Friday, the Herald brings you they are
in the
4H pro- a story inspired by a letter of the h e l p i n g
gram.
because
alphabet.
S h e
they ensaid having the peer-to- joy it.
peer teaching is imporThe two assistants said
tant and different coming there is competition befrom someone your own tween them, often when
age.
going head-to-head to
“In a class setting, you shoot.
will not learn anything
Meers is better at the
(about marksmanship), rifle and Burnett is better
so it’s easier to work one at pistol.
on one to tell each perBut Burnett is what
son what they do wrong,” Meers
called
“rusty
Burnett said.
gold,” because she just
Currently Burnett is needs to get the rust off
injured and isn’t able since she hasn’t shot the
to shoot competitively, gun in years.
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In the marksmanship class located within the Department of Kinesiology, Recreation and Sport, Bowling Green junior Marilyn
Kallstrom takes aim at her target. “I had actually never seen a gun before,” Kallstrom said. “I actually like it a lot.”

G
By MACIENA JUSTICE

diversions@wkuherald.com

Hannah Burnett started shooting guns when
she was a little girl and
found she was outshooting the older kids.
When Burnett came

is for Guns
Assistants work together to run marksmanship class
to WKU, she enrolled in
the marksmanship class
which fulfills a one-hour
physical education credit
at the university.
After taking the class,
Burnett became an assistant for the class this semester.

CORRECTION
Due to a Herald error Blaine Ferrell, dean of the Ogden
College, was incorrectly identified in a page 7 article about the
search for the new Ogden dean of the Oct. 18 issue.
Ferrell is the current Ogden dean and will soon retire from
the position. The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confirmed errors
that are brought to reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please call
745-6011 or 745-5044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at
editor@chherald.com.

“It’s something I’m good
at,” she said.
The Paducah sophomore’s shooting resumé
includes USA Competitive Shooting Circuit, the
Junior Olympics and the
Dixie Double, an international shooting competi-

tion. She has won several
state titles in the rifle and
pistol.
“I’m a beast,” Burnett
said.
Rineyville sophomore
Craig Meers is also an
assistant in the class. He
started working with the

ACT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Meredith said raising admission
standards may mean that more students
are denied acceptance to WKU. However, he believes that will be beneficial
in the long run.
“Most philosophies of raising retention say that if you bring in students
who are prepared, you are more likely
to retain them,” he said.
One of these changes will be to raise
the minimum ACT score needed for admission.
President Gary Ransdell said that
two years ago, WKU made the decision
that to raise the minimum required ACT
score a point a year for five years.
At the time, the minimum ACT score
for admission was 16. Ransdell said
WKU would like to get that up to the
national average, which is roughly 21.
According to the Fact Book, the average ACT score of WKU students is
21. Only 31.1 percent of students have
an ACT score of more than 24, and 4.7
percent have a score of more than 30.
Ransdell said a lot of factors besides
ACT score are considered when admit-

AtoZ

ting students, such as high school GPA.
The average high school GPA of students at WKU is 3.16.
Meredith said admissions are also
going to work more with the regional
two-year schools.
“We already have joint-admission
agreements with many schools, and we
are just looking to grow and expand on
those,” he said.
Meredith said there are a variety of
reasons beyond admission such as financial problems that students choose
to start off at a smaller, two-year institution.
Ransdell said he doesn’t expect to
see much change in the ratio between
in-state and out-of-state students.
The average ACT and GPA numbers of out-of-state students is typically
higher than those of in-state students,
and therefore retention of out-of-state
students is better, Ransdell said.
Provost Gordon Emslie said although
student retention is not an exact science,
it is still a science.
Emslie said looking at the correlation
of student retention with high school
GPA and ACT scores will allow the university to admit students who are more
“prepared to succeed.”

The
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■ Jacob Parker, McCormack Hall, was cited on
Oct. 19 for possession of
marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia.
■ Ethan White, BarnesCampbell Hall, was
served with a criminal
summons on Oct. 19 at
Barnes-Campbell Hall
for falsely reporting an
incident.
■ Taylor Wells, Barnes,
was served a criminal
summons on Oct. 19
for falsely reporting an
incident.
■ Durand Wilson, Horse
Cave, reported on Oct.
18 that his vehicle was
on ﬁre in the student
foundation parking lot.
■ Ashley Gutgsell,
Zacharias Hall, reported
her Malibu Propel scooter
stolen on Oct. 18 from
the Pearce-Ford Tower
parking lot. The value is
estimated at $14,000.

Join PTS in an old fashioned
Scavenger Hunt in celebration of

R
*F & Do
ee
off

CRIME REPORTS

WKU

■ On Oct. 17 a victim
contacted campus
police to report a person
who was stalking her.
While speaking with
reporting officer, the
victim mentioned that
she’d been raped by the
same suspect in Poland
Hall on Oct. 1. The victim
does not want to press
charges but requested
that the police advise the
suspect to quit contacting her. Because the
victim does not wish to
press charges the police
can go no further with
the investigation.
■
Mitchell Wise, McCormack, reported on Oct.
17 that his bag and contents were stolen from
outside McCormack.
Wise reported his debit
card as well as $420
were stolen.
■ On Oct. 17 a female
victim reported to the
police that a male suspect raped her while she
was in his room in PFT
at around 3:40 a.m. the
same day.
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VP spends time fishing, playing fantasy football
By KATHERINE WADE
news@wkuherald.com

On weekdays, Ann Mead spends most of
her time on campus, juggling her jobs as administrator and instructor.
But on the weekends, Mead can be found
in a much different environment.
Mead, vice president for Finance and
Administration and a University Experience
teacher, loves to fish and spends most weekends at a home she bought at Barren River
Lake.
Mead said fishing is a way to “disconnect
from the pressures of the week.”
“People are often shocked when they hear
that I love to fish,” she said. “I guess they
think I’m a girly-girl, but I do everything
from baiting the hook to taking the fish off it
if I’m so lucky.”
Mead has a son, Trevor Mead, who is a
student at WKU. He said they spend a lot of
time on the boat or at the dock together.

“We both love
fishing,” he said. “It’s
really her main thing
though. She’ll spend
hours at a time at the
dock.”
The biggest fish
Mead said she has
ever caught is a 17inch large-mouth
MEAD
bass.
Besides fishing, Mead has a number of
passions that keep her busy off the job.
Trevor Mead recently convinced his
mother to participate in her first ever fantasy
football league.
“I lost the first game rather significantly,”
she said.
Trevor Mead said his mother has been
getting really into the fantasy football league
this past year.
“I kinda help her with it,” he said. “She
doesn’t know a lot about it.”

Let the games begin

Trevor Mead said he and his mother have
always been close.
“We have a real easygoing relationship,”
he said.
Ann Mead also volunteers for the animal
rescue program through the Humane Society
in Bowling Green. This often involves helping transport dogs part of the way from Georgia to Minnesota. She recently drove four
dogs from Bowling Green to Elizabethtown.
Mead said she loves animals and tries to
make a difference in their lives. She has adopted four dogs and three cats from the Humane Society.
“Each one has a story,” she said. “I never
planned on having that many pets!”
Before coming to WKU, Mead spent 17
years as Director for Finance for the Council on Postsecondary Education. During her
time here, she has held a number of positions,
including director of institutional research
and chief financial officer.
Now, Mead works as an administrator

Men set quest to visit every
stadium, stop at WKU
By SIDNEY BLANFORD
diversions@wkuherald.com

COOPER BURTON/HERALD

Mary Clayton Kinslow (middle) of Franklin cheers on fellow Alpha Omicron Pi sisters
Tuesday during the dizzy bat competition at South Lawn. Alpha Omicron Pi placed
second. The different competitions were opportunities for sororities and fraternities to earn homecoming points.

Play utilizes unusual
campus space as stage
By MICHAEL McKAY
news@wkuherald.com

The rock alleyway between Helm and Cravens libraries will house more than
just an air conditioner for the
next three nights.
The performance, Night
Raid, started Thursday night
in the alleyway.
Taylorsville senior Joel
Fickel, who goes by the
stage name Joel Sena, said
most people looking to stage
theater only consider traditional spaces.
“Nobody is asking to do
anything in the alleyway,”
Sena said.
Sena said he received a
lot of confusion from administrators when he asked for
permission to stage the performance in the space.
“It was hard for them to
know what to say to me, to
give me permission, because
nothing like that had ever
been asked,” Sena said.
Sena said he thinks the

setting will add something to
Night Raid that other spaces
can’t.
“Its hardly ever trafficked
and hardly ever noticed,” he
said. “Its so cave-like and it
gives a mood that nowhere
else on campus does.”
Night Raid is also something that had never been
done before.
Sena combined the one
act play “Night” by 20th century American poet James
Oppenheim with other poets
and philosophers to create an
original interpretation. Night
Raid incorporates video and
artwork in addition to theater.
“It’s not just a play,” Sena
said. “It’s a prayer, it’s a mediation, and it’s a protest.”
Sena said the themes of
Night Raid will resonate
with WKU students.
“It’s looking at the consequences of collateral
damage and trying to put
a human face on collateral damage so that it goes

beyond just statistics in a
newspaper,” Sena said.
Owensboro junior Jessica Basham, a performer in
Night Raid, said she hoped
the content of the performance would have an impact on the audience.
“It is something that will
make you stop and think,”
said Basham. “It’s really
something that you are like
‘Oh wow, I really need to
consider these things.’”
Louisville senior Max
Newland, another actor in
the performance, said Night
Raid is more relevant as the
Occupy Wall Street protests
grow across the country.
“There couldn’t be a
more perfect time for something like this to happen,”
Newland said.
Night Raid will be performed at 8:30 p.m. Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. It is
free to attend but space is
limited to as many people as
can comfortably fit in the alleyway.

WKU sees increase in
international reach
By JOANNA WILLIAMS
news@wkuherald.com

If the 2011 Fact Book
numbers are any indication,
WKU may be inching a bit
closer to its goal of “international reach.”
Two components of
international reach, study
abroad and international students attending WKU, saw
increases during the 20102011 from the 2009-2010
year.
Study abroad enrollment
more than doubled from
593 to 1,353 students, while
international student attendance increased, with the
most students coming from
India.
Tarek Elshayeb, director
of the International Center
and International Student
and Scholar Services, said
the increase in international
students can be attributed to
Navitas as well as the English as Second Language
Institute.
Elshayeb said that WKU

offers a quality education
at a reasonable price when
compared to other institutions. He also said that a big
factor is the Bowling Green
community.
“The Bowling Green
community is open minded,” Elshayeb said. “They
welcome international students and they comfort them,
which makes it comfortable
when they are pursuing their
academic goals.”
WKU is expecting an
increase in the number of international students this year,
Elshayeb said.
Tom Millington, director
of Study Abroad and Global
Learning, said he doesn’t
know the reason for spike
in the number of students
studying abroad, but attributed some of it to more
students coming to college
with an interest in traveling.
Millington said the office has promoted study
abroad more “aggressively” this year than in years
past, but the ultimate credit

goes to WKU’s reputation.
“WKU has a reputation
as school with international
reach and more students are
responding,” he said.
Honors College students make up a majority
of the number of students
studying abroad. The Fact
Book stating one in 10 students who participate in a
faculty-led study abroad is
an Honors College student.
Craig Cobane, executive director of the Honors
College, said the college
has seen an increase in the
number of students studying
abroad.
Cobane also credited
President Gary Ransdell reiterating the value of study
abroad, saying that it is has
most likely inspired students.
“What’s really amazing
is the economy is bad, but
students have continued
to study abroad,” Cobane
said. “Even in a bad economy, students are traveling
abroad.”

and teaches a University Experience class for
business majors.
“As an administrator, with your day to
day duties…you don’t feel as in touch with
the heart of the campus because that’s the
students,” she said.
Mead said she made the decision seven
years ago that she’d like to spend time in the
classroom.
“I feel passionately about mentoring students, and I really enjoy the interaction,” she
said.
Mead said she wants to be able to convey
at every opportunity that WKU really cares
about students individually, especially freshmen.
Mead said teaching has given her a greater appreciation for faculty and how much
work they do. It has also made her a better
administrator, she said.
Mead said when she retires from her
administrative position, she hopes to keep
teaching.
And, of course, keep fishing.

WKU’s Smith Stadium
will be stop No. 15 for two
men on a quest to watch
a game in every Football
Bowl Subdivision stadium.
New York natives Jarrett
Singer and Al Botta make
their way to Bowling Green
on Saturday to see WKU
face Louisiana-Lafayette as
part of their “College Football Quest.”
The quest began in 2008
after Singer recruited Botta
and they both received permission from their spouses.
“I think the inspiration
came from my passion for
college football,” Singer
said. “I had wanted to do
something along the lines
of traveling and accomplishing something, then I
finally had the idea to put
the two together.”
Singer and Botta live on
Long Island, N.Y., and both
have had personal passions
for sports since they were
younger. Singer attended
the University of Florida
and it was there that he became a Gators fan.
Singer and Botta’s
passion for college football pageantry is what
keeps them on their
quest. Family and work
commitments along with
scheduling conflicts can
present difficulties for the
two men.

“Besides the obvious
wife and kid challenges, I
have to deal with Jarrett’s
love for the Gators,” Botta
said. “You have to schedule
around family events, work
conflicts and the Florida
schedule.”
Botta and Singer said
they started planning
their trips in the spring,
but that a lot of the time
they have to reschedule
as their own schedules
change. Their goal is seeing four games a year, but
both agree that as their
kids grow up, they may
be able to do more.
Singer’s wife, Beth
Singer, said she finds it
difficult dealing with her
husband’s hobby. She says
it take her husband away
from her and their kids four
times during the football
season.
“I think it’s crazy and
can’t imagine being so passionate about something,”
she said.
Despite her disagreement about the importance
of the two mens’ quest,
Beth Singer said she is supportive of his hobby for the
most part and could see
herself attending a trip to
one of the more preferable
locations, but not for the
football aspect of it.
The two men take into
consideration many different aspects when planning
which games they will at-

CROAKIES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Each croakie will cost around 75 cents
and about 250 croakies will be ordered total, Hilderbrandt said.
The bill the senate recently passed allocated up to $350 to spend on the croakies,
Hilderbrandt said. SGA chose this as the
base amount, but it is not likely that all of
the allocated money will be spent.
SGA’s Public Relations Chairperson
Cody Murphy said the SGA will be giving out croakies on South Lawn, as well
as having SGA members hand them out as
they go around campus.
Leftover croakies will probably be kept
in the SGA office. When students come
in for another reason, they can pick up

tend. The reason they chose
the WKU and LouisianaLafayette game was for a
few reasons.
WKU's game falls on
the same weekend as a Friday night home game for
the University of Louisville, so the pair will knock
out two games in one trip.
Botta and Singer will fly
into Louisville on Friday
morning and leave out of
Louisville mid-day Sunday.
Both agree they are
looking forward to the
WKU game because it's
one of the smaller schools
on the quest.
“Western Kentucky is
having their homecoming
and it is a small school environment,” Singer said.
“They tend to be the most
unique. It should be very
unique and have high level
of entertainment.”
While here, the two
will try to eat at one of the
well known local eateries
and Botta said they always
make a stop at the campus
bookstore.
Despite the difficulties
and the commitment this
type of hobby requires, the
two men find the football
aspect and unexpected parts
of the trips to be rewarding.
“Between Jarrett and Al,
it is the passion these men
have and it is unlike any
other I know,” Beth Singer
said. “There is no one else
I know that would do this.”

croakies while in the office.
Murphy said that in the past, SGA has
given out koozies and cups, which are
things that can be used during tailgating.
With the croakies, SGA wanted to again
provide something that could be used during the game and while tailgating.
The croakies will be basic black with
the SGA logo on in white, Hilderbrant said.
Jane Wood, SGA’s public relations
director, said that one reason they chose
croakies is because WKU is in the right region for them.
Croakies are a southern thing and
WKU is in the right market for them,
Wood said.
An additional reason for choosing
croakies to hand out is every time students
wear them, the SGA logo will continue to
be seen, even after game day.

WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no
law ... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
First Amendment, U.S. Constitution
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OTTOMS

TOPS to WKU football
being in contention for
SunBelt title.

BOTTOMS to WKU’s
field goal kicking.

TOPS to homecoming
week.

BOTTOMS to a homecoming theme related
to the opposing team.

COLUMN

Greek Homecoming different than the rest
During my first Homecoming float-making session my
freshman year, a sorority girl
told me “I’d pomp tissue paper
until my hands starting bleeding.”
I didn’t realize sororities enslaved fraternities for a full week.
Yeah, “homecoming” has
an entirely different meaning to Greeks on campus, and
the activities that attached
themselves to our Greek-style
Homecoming have evolved
over years of wonderful tradition on the Hill.
A lot of people think it’s
dumb how we slave hours and
hours over building a float
made out of a trailer, chicken
wire and balled up (pomped)
tissue paper, but to me it’s all
for the sake of tradition.
Greeks have been competing on this campus for years
with floats, Big Red’s Roar

and homecoming candidates —
it’s just what
we do. Sorry
if you think
it’s “stupid”
or “weird.”
Our organizations’
SPENCER JENKINS
Scribbled Words
foundaopinion@wkuherald.com
tions lie in
tradition,
and when we say sisters and
brothers, we really mean it.
Every brother in my fraternity
is without a doubt my brother.
And just like biological brothers we have our petty tiffs and
whatnot. But in the end we’re
always going to be brothers.
When fraternity alumni
come in town for Homecoming, we get a chance to meet
brothers who graduated 20 or
30 years ago, and we also get a

chance to catch up with brothers who graduated just two or
three years ago. The same goes
for sorority sisters.
Greek life has always been
tight on this campus. Yes,
there have been quarrels between different Greek organizations, but we usually all
come together to some degree
during Homecoming because
we work together in our pairings.
The pairings, especially
this year, give Greek students
the chance to meet other Greek
students that they may not
have met without Homecoming.
Speaking of Homecoming
pairings, I don’t understand
why so many organizations
keep complaining about who
they’re paired with.
Pikes and the Delts don’t
have Homecoming. It was

taken away from them. So be
grateful that you still have the
privilege of having Homecoming.
The fact that Interfraternity
Council took Homecoming
away from the Pikes and Delts
bugs me because it’s a huge
blow to the Greek Homecoming system.
Both fraternities are competitive in their own ways during Homecoming, and taking
them out of the running really
brings down the competition
and Greek morale.
If I had the decision, I’d let
them have Homecoming, but
obviously that’s not my decision.
But, hopefully all organizations can participate in Homecoming next year and we can
all pomp tissue paper until our
little hands bleed and maybe
party a little bit.

TOPS to cool, but expensive renovation plans
in Downing University
Center.
BOTTOMS to possibly
changing DUC's name
to student union.

have an
opinion?
Write a letter to the editor (250 words or less)
or a commentary (500
words and a photo). Email them to
opinion@wkuherald.com.

COMMENTARY

Alumna reﬂects upon time at ‘Western’
I wrote a very eloquent essay as a senior in high school in the spring of 2005
which earned me a small scholarship and
possibly foretold my future as an English
major at WKU.
The prompt? “Painfully squish all
your deepest desires and reasoning for
wanting to attend WKU in 100 words
or less.” (Or something like that). My
response was full of it and had something to do with “the spirit of Western”
and getting a small hometown feel at a
university.
I had no idea what I was talking
about, which is precisely why I believe
I won the scholarship and I excelled in
my major.
The more time I spent at Western,
however, the more I realized there actually was something to this whole “spirit”
thing. Some examples:
My first day on the Hill, I had a mild

panic attack at lunch time because I knew
I was still too green to pull off the eat-byyourself-with-a-book look, and scanned
Garrett Food Court for a sign of anyone I
might possibly know. I chose a seat next
to a weird blonde girl from my floor. We
lived together for the next five years.
During four of those five years, I
spent my life working as a desk clerk
at Barnes Campbell Hall and attribute
many friendships to the job. I also believe the study hall time it gave me is the
only reason I graduated. My inclination
to say “Naked,” instead of “Thank you”
to see if anyone noticed kept me from
getting too bored (Sorry, HRL).
As an education major I student taught,
and while student teaching my last semester, I lived for those Thursday nights
when we had to go to a seminar on campus on Friday instead of going to teach.
We spent our time wisely, partying too

hard on Thursday
nights and waking
up still drunk on
Friday to finish our
homework before
seminar. I want to
take this opportunity to thank Kappa
Sigma for donating
ANDREA HAYDEN their couch and their
T-shirts to two very
WKU Alumna
appreciative girls on
many occasions.
The majority of those nights, any other weekend, breaks between class, Monday night, and hiding out from “gunmen” on campus, was spent at Froggy’s
(I don’t know what the kids are calling it
nowadays, nor do I care).
The crowd there was always perfect –
never a single, select group, but just anyone hanging out near campus that wanted

to party. One night two years ago, I scoped
out a cute boy and let him give me a piggy
back ride to the aforementioned fraternity
house. He quickly became my best friend,
boyfriend, and the reason I eventually fled
my dear Bowling Green.
The spring break after I graduated,
while my degree was getting put to good
use waiting tables, I skipped town with a
bunch of drunkards claiming fan hood,
and headed off to Hot Springs, Ark., for
a week of basketball, beer pong, and my
favorite college memories.
I highly recommend this trip for anyone who has even a small amount of
spirit or can at least fake it with some
face paint.
My time on the Hill was more than I
ever could have dreamed to write about
in a scholarship essay, and still I’m finding bits of the spirit of Western even
away from campus. I love you, Big Red.
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...for goodness sake!

from the hill
@alexneumann013: WKU Honors college just agreed to sponsor me
to go research (play) in the mountains of Utah for a week in January.
#soexcited -sent Wednesday 10/19
@JessicaRoach1: Just found out
that @BigJorts55 and@BrandonKnight12 will be in BG at WKU Tuesday!! #cantwait -sent Wednesday 10/19
@RossBjorkAD: #WKU & #HilltopperNation check out our partner @
RussellAthletic and what they are doing at our football game on Saturday.
Follow for clues! -sent Wednesday 10/19
@MarikaShavaughn: If your
missing WKU homecoming your
missing life! -sent Wednesday 10/19
@jordanwells3: got asked to do a
radio interview today on conference
realignment in college sports...have to
work the WKU/UK game that night.
#bummed :( -sent Wednesday 10/19
@JenniferLogsdon: My day off
consists of a mission:Red ankle booties for WKU Homecoming 2011.

ACROSS
1 Bawl
4 "Get lost!"
8 Moral flaws
13 Twofold
14 Doughnut center
15 Early video game maker
16 Opening bet
17 Fury
18 Dinner course
19 Residents
22 Suffix for Japan or Nepal
23 Respiratory or circulatory
24 __ for; desire greatly
26 Barbecue attachment
29 __ capture; gets away
32 49ers & 76ers
36 "Phooey!"
38 Family member
39 Wheel shaft
40 Hunt illegally
41 Teacup's edge
42 Over 7 feet
43 Slender
44 Social division
45 One-celled organism
47 TV's Jay __
49 Water sources
51 Rather elderly
56 Wife of Mickey, Artie and
Frank
58 Unlimited power
61 Zodiac sign
63 Dry
64 Genesis man
65 Creek
66 Summon
67 Not at all stiff
68 Adolescents
69 Leg joint
70 Tree secretion
DOWN
1 Like a bright, warm day
2 Sworn statements
3 Lamb's cry
4 Prawn
5 Outer garment
6 Seaweed
7 Very small
8 Feudal tenant
9 Give __ go; attempt
10 Girl Scout sale items
11 Historical times
12 __ with; support
13 Speaker's platform

5

Homecoming Day Special

$50 Blowdry, style & make-up
All day October 22
270.781.4676

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle

20
21
25
27
28
30
31
32
33

Mrs. Truman
Molars
Dance from Cuba
TV's "American __"
Mountain path
Send out, as light rays
Identical
Casual farewell
Quiz

34
35
37
40
44
46
48
50
52

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

Permitted
Free-for-all
Pinnacle
Biblical hymn
Young horse
Swells
Head, humorously
Light refreshment
Passes out 52

Have
or

suggestions

53
54
55
56
57
59
60
62

Calcutta's nation
Rascal
Rope fiber
Dismounted
Climbing plant
Middle East nation
Stack
TV cartoon Chihuahua

Call (270)745-2653 to
sponsor a puzzle today!

ideas
for the
fun
page?

-sent Wednesday 10/19

@SMaresca21: The buses at #WKU
were definitely not made for people
6'8! #smh -sent Wednesday 10/19
@fakewkugary: I wonder how
you say "Geaux Toppers" in Chinese. #internationalreach #wku -sent
Tuesday 10/18

@NEWS25rparmley: Who wants
the pleasure of inviting me to your
tailgate this weekend? #WKU -sent
Tuesday 10/18

Tuesday's Crossword Solution

E-mail us at
editor@wkuherald.com

email your events to
editor@wkuherald.com

Gender and Women's Studies Lecture: How Did You
Come to Feminism? featuring Sallie Bingham, Kristi
Branham and Lynne Holland, 11:30 a.m., Faculty House
Noon Tunes, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., DUC Patio 1
Knock Out Stress, 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., DUC 310B
Chess Club, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., Garrett Conference Center 100
Geaux Toppers! Homecoming 2011
NASA's Year of the Solar System, 7 p.m., Hardin Planetarium
Kentucky Thespian Festival, 9 a.m., various locations
Gender and Women's Studies Lecture Program:
Kentucky Bluegrass Robotics Competition, 9 a.m.,
Mending: A Collection of Short Stories by Sallie
Engineering and Biological Sciences Building
Bingham, 7 p.m., Cherry Hall 125
Gamers' Guild, 4:30 p.m. to 10:45 p.m., DUC 310A
NiteClass
Open Mic, 9 p.m. to 11:59 p.m., DUC Subway
Football vs. Louisiana-Lafayette, 3 p.m., Smith Stadium
Board of Regents Meeting, 9 a.m., Mass Media and
Technology Hall Martin Regents Room
Kentucky Thespian Festival, 9 a.m., various locations

Jim Wayne Miller Festival of Writing featuring Fred Soccer vs. Middle Tennessee, 6 p.m., WKU Soccer Complex
Volleyball vs. Denver, 7 p.m., Diddle Arena
Smock, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., Garrett Auditorium
NASA's Year of the Solar System, 2 p.m., Hardin Planetarium The Symphony Keyboard Carnival, 8 p.m., Van Meter
WKU Choirs Fall Concert, 4 p.m., Van Meter Hall

wkuherald.com
Study of Religion Lecture Series: On the Agnotology of
Narrative Islam: Religion in the Subjunctive Mode by
Dr. Tony K. Stewart, 4 p.m., Faculty House
Fall Grad Fair, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., DUC 310A

COLLEGE HEIGHTS
HERALD CLASSIFIEDS

advertising@wkuherald.com
Classified Manager: Alice Weber

FOR SALE
Student Government Association senate meeting,
5 p.m. to 7 p.m., DUC 305
Fall Grad Fair, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., DUC 310A
NASA's Year of the Solar System, 7 p.m., Hardin Planetarium

Android App

Academic Advantage Series: Workshops for Success,
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m., Grise Hall 235
Choral Invitational, 8 a.m., Van Meter
Guest recital with Cory Renbarge, baritone and
Sharon Johnson, piano, 7:30 p.m., FAC recital hall

2118 Creason. 3 Bedroom 2
Bath House. Car Port/Garage.
$108,900. Close to WKU. Great
Investment! Call 746-4202.
Open Sunday 1-2:30pm

HELP WANTED

iPhone App

Part-Time Computer Tech.
Year round in law office.
Send resume and transcript to:
607 E 10th Avenue.
Bowling Green, KY 42102

Have Something
For Sale or
For Rent?
Call 270-745-2653
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims
but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please
use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights
Herald is not responsible for the content or
validity of these paid classified ads.
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Ford rises in PR after graduating with four majors
By LINDSAY KRIZ
diversions@wkuherald.com

Many people come to WKU
with the idea of having one or even
two majors.
Sam Ford, recently named Social Innovator of the Year, graduated with four.
Ford, a 2005 WKU graduate,
left campus with bachelor’s degrees in news editorial journalism,
communication studies, English
and mass communications with a
minor in film studies.
And that was just the beginning
of his accomplishments.
“My mentality was, I was here
on scholarship, and I should just
take the most advantage of it as I
could,” Ford said.
While at WKU, Ford worked
for his hometown’s newspaper in
Beaver Dam, The Ohio County
Messenger, and participated in the
Honors Program.
It was through the Honors program that Ford decided to combine
aspects of his four majors into his
Honors thesis on pro wrestling.

Part of his thesis involved going
to actual matches and interviewing
the adults there.
“This was at a time when journalism and media, when people
were just starting to talk about convergence and what it means,” he
said. “It’s not just print.”
Ford said that after graduating he decided to do what anyone would do when they don’t
know what to do next: graduate
school.
After being invited to dinner
with well-known Harvard professor Henry Louis Gates, Ford
decided to apply to seven “hard”
programs, including multiple Ivy
League schools.
Ford began to lose hope when
he received multiple rejection letters. That is, until he go a call from
Henry Jenkins, head of the comparative media studies program at
Massachusetts Institution of Technology, accepting him into MIT's
program.
“It’s interesting because I applied to seven schools and I ended
up only getting into MIT,” he said.

“And that year a study came out
that said that MIT was the hardest
school in the United States to get
into.
And I thought that was hilarious.”
After that, Ford said he basically graduated, had dinner with his
family and then hit the road for the
18-hour drive to Cambridge.
Once Ford started classes, he
learned that the program, which
didn’t help fund the master’s students as a whole, had decided that
they were going to find a way to
bring in some money.
“The idea at the time was:
What does applied humanities
look like?” he said. “How do you
take the kind of work you would
do in humanities and actually have
that intersect outside the classroom?”
To answer this question, the
program launched multiple research studies, Ford said.
He took part in the project
called “Convergence Culture Consortium,” a program that lasted five
years, its first two taking place dur-

ing Ford’s two years at grad school.
After graduating, he stayed on
and managed the project.
William Uricchio, professor and
director of the Comparative Studies
program, said he often still connects with Ford.
“He’s a really special guy,”
Uricchio said. “Here’s someone
who you can quickly discover his
passions. He’s a really unique character.”
After graduating, Ford was approached by a group called Peppercom Strategic Communications —
a communications company based
out of Manhattan — that wanted to
hire someone to reach out to their
clients.
Ford began consulting with the
group and was eventually offered
a full-time job as Director of Digital Strategy — a job he still has in
Bowling Green.
“I probably at one point or another have consulted with about
every client Peppercom has,” he
said.
Recently, Ford learned that he
was named Social Media Innova-

Department head attends
MLK memorial dedication
By CAMERON KOCH
news@wkuherald.com

It was an experience like none other, an experience that proved how far
the country has come since the Civil
Rights Movement.
“Within 50 years we’ve gone from
me not even being able to sit here,
because of segregation, to us having
a black president,” Saundra Ardrey
said.
For Ardrey, head of the political
science department, attending the
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial
Ceremony on Sunday with her daughter was an important occasion.
The MLK Memorial marks the
first time an African American and
non-president has received a memorial on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.
“If we are looking at the founding
fathers and those that helped establish
country and its moral fabric then he
really needs to be there,” Ardrey said.
“He was a drum major for peace and
equality, and those are symbols of the
American way.”
President Barack Obama, King’s
family, Aretha Franklin, Stevie Wonder, Al Sharpton and many other notable guests all attended and spoke at

the dedication in front of a crowd of
thousands.
Ardrey said people from all over
the country came to the dedication,
and the crowd was filled with both
white and black, young and old.
“It was a proud crowd,” Ardrey
said. “Everybody was respectful and
in a good mood.”
The event held
special
significance for Ardrey,
as her father was
an active participant in the civil
rights movement,
and the dedication
served as a way to
ARDREY
remember him
and his accomplishments as well.
Rep. Brett Guthrie, R-Ky., gave
tickets to the dedication to Ardrey
knowing of her father’s involvement
in the movement.
Ardrey grew up in Raleigh, N.C.,
in the 1960s. Her father, Earle Curry,
coached soccer at Saint Augustine’s
College. Curry helped organize student sit-ins at restaurants and businesses that refused to service AfricanAmericans. Ardrey was 10 years old
at the time, and remembers her father

and other civil rights activists meeting
with King and his leadership at her
church as King made his way towards
Washington, D.C. for his “I Have a
Dream” speech.
John Hardin, a history professor
who teaches African American history, discussed how the memorial is
a way to immortalize the message of
the movement and King’s speech.
“When he was making that speech
in 1963 on the mall…it was to remind
people that it was a movement not
just simply to get rights for blacks but
to treat all people equally and fairly,”
Hardin said.
The memorial itself consists of a
30-foot-tall replica of King made of
granite, dressed in a suit and tie with
his arms crossed.
The statue is dubbed the “Stone of
Hope,” taking a phrase from King’s
“I Have a Dream” speech in which he
said, “Out of a mountain of despair, a
stone of hope,” and making it reality.
Ardrey said that even though
America has made great strides since
the 1960s towards equality, there is
still more to do.
“Now that we have the memorial
let’s not stop, that’s not the final step,”
she said. “There is still much work
that needs to be done.”

tor of the Year in the 2011 Bulldog
Stars of PR Awards for Outstanding Achievement by Communications Agencies and Professionals.
“It was a big surprise for me,”
he said.
Ken Payne, associate professor
of public relations, helped create
Journalism 495, a collaborative
journalism class, alongside Ford.
Payne said that Ford is a valuable member of the public relations
world.
“Wherever he goes he just
brings huge value to the (PR) conversation,” he said. “He’s always
more than willing to go out of his
way to help in whatever way he
can.”
Today, Ford continues to work
with his alma maters by teaching
a few courses at WKU, including
a soap opera course, and putting
together a conference at MIT in
November, as well as working with
Peppercom.
“It’s an interesting job,” he said.
“It brings something new everyday.
I’ve met a lot of interesting people
along the way.”

■ NEWS BRIEF
Fair trade presentation to take place
Saturday
WKU’s chapter of Americans for Informed Democracy
and the Witness for Peace organization, which supports
peace, justice and sustainable economies in the Americas,
will be addressing issues regarding fair trade and free trade
between the United States and Colombia.
The presentation will take place at noon Saturday on
WKU’s South Lawn as part of the Homecoming events.
Speaker, John Henry Gonzalez, co-founder of the Small
Farmer’s Movement of Cajibio and member of Witness for
Peace, will be discussing how each trade agreement would
impact the United States and Colombia.
The event marks the Southeast chapter of the organization’s national tour, which promotes fair trade.
Another presentation will take place at 9:30 a.m. Sunday at the Presbyterian Church located on 1003 State St.
— Rialda Zukic

YOGA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

One of the “4yoga”
participants is WKU
alumnus Julie Small,
who has been doing yoga
for a couple of years in
different yoga studios in
Bowling Green. She said
that “4yoga” class is one
of her favorites because
of the great energy it offers.
“It is a class I love,”
Julie said. “Energy is
good, the people and
teachers are lovely.”

For many men, it may
seem that taking yoga
class is only a girl’s affair. However Reames
said this is not the truth.
She said although men
are typically involved in
other competitive activities, there are men in her
yoga classes as well.
“Yoga is designed
to purposely choose to
take ourselves out of that
competitive
mindset,”
Reames said.
For more information
about 4yoga and the class
calendar, visit the website
4yoga.me.

WKU hosts high school robotics competition
By CAMERON KOCH
news@wkuherald.com

High school students from all over Kentucky will
make their way to WKU on Saturday to participate in
the 12th annual Kentucky Bluegrass Robotics Competition.
The department of engineering hosts two events
each year — one for elementary and junior high school
students and another for high school students — with
the hope of creating interest in math, science and engineering.
The 20 teams participating will be tasked with creating a robot that can perform a specific function, with
past events involving lifting objects or popping balloons. Teams must not only design a machine that can
complete the given task, but they must also out-perform
three other competitors each round.
After each round teams have a break period to analyze the success of their robot and adjust accordingly

FORMER
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“We’ve been really focused a lot on
getting stops and holding our opponents
to a low hitting percentage this year,” she
said. “That’s been a huge factor and its just
shown over and over again.”
Elmore has played at WKU for four
years now and ranks this year’s team as
good as any on which she’s played.
“This is definitely one of the top teams
we’ve had since I’ve been here,” she said.

for upcoming rounds.
Ron Rizzo, a staff engineer in the engineering department, will help students make modifications between
rounds. Rizzo said the experience of the competition
teaches students the skills engineers use every day.
“They develop what we call engineering skills, like
troubleshooting,” Rizzo said. “It’s pretty interesting to
see the variety of different solutions to the same problem.”
The team whose robot scores the most points is
dubbed the best robot, though other categories exist
such as most efficient robot, which is determined by
points scored divided by dollars invested.
Engineering professor Kevin Schmaltz is coordinating the event with help of other teachers and students in
the engineering department.
Through grants and WKU funding, the engineering
department was able to purchase the basic parts needed
for teams to create a robot. Teams can then invest in additional components if they so choose.

“My freshman year we were really good.
We won conference and went to the NCAA
tournament, but I feel like we have so many
different components to the team this year.
It’s one of the best.”
Emily Teegarden, who played for WKU
with Potts for four years before becoming
a student assistant this season, said she can
see the Lady Toppers improve defensively
by watching them at practice.
“In four-on-four in practice, the games
go so much longer because no one can get a
kill when the other team just keeps getting
digs,” she said. “It’s nuts how good they are
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defensively.”
Teegarden has been able to see the team
grow all season. Though she’s used her four
years of athletic eligibility, she comes to all
of the games and helps out at most practices.
Head Coach Travis Hudson said proof
of WKU’s improvement is in their statistics.
He compared his team’s five-set loss on
Tuesday night to Cincinnati to the way they
performed against them last season.
“Cincinnati is a team that hit over .400
last year in the NCAA tournament and hit a
.170 on their home court last night,” he said.
WKU will try to bounce back from its

PROUD

road loss on Tuesday this weekend with
matches against Louisiana-Monroe tonight
at 7 p.m. and Louisiana-Lafayette tomorrow at 6 p.m.
The Lady Toppers have to get there first,
though. It’s a 10 to 11 hour bus ride from
Bowling Green to Louisiana. Despite the
length, Hudson said he thinks the trip will
bring his team closer together.
“We’re looking forward to the time spent
together without distractions of life that pull
us away from each other,” he said. “We’re
going to try to really use it as time to grow
as a team.”

WHY PAY MORE MENU
& MEAL DEALS FOR ONLY

6 TO SUPPORT $2

ONLY $
ORDER ONLINE

“There are competitions where high school teams
build robots and compete against other high school
teams, but it costs tens of thousands of dollars to compete,” Schmaltz said. “We provide teams with materials
to build a robot.”
Julie Ellis, the engineering department head, said the
lower cost helps attract students who otherwise might
not participate.
“It allows a lower barrier to entry,” Ellis said. “It’s a
way we can give back to the community and also do a
little recruiting.”
Schmaltz emphasized the importance of sparking
interest in the engineering field and giving students a
one-of-a-kind learning experience.
“Our goal is to give them a good experience and
make it as cheap as possible [for them],” Schmaltz said.
“Building a robot is an activity we think that might take
someone who maybe is thinking about being an engineer, scientist or mathematician and cement that interest in it.”

WE ACCEPT BIG RED BUCKS!

WKU

2628 Scottsville Rd.
& 1162 W. 31 Bypass

OCTOBER 21, 2011

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

7

Veteran line leads WKU defense
By BRAD STEPHENS
w@wkuherald.com

A little veteran influence has turned around the
WKU defensive line.
The Toppers’ front four struggled in 2009 and
2010, as WKU recorded just 22 sacks in those two
years and ranked near the bottom of the Sun Belt
Conference in run defense.
But this season, the defensive line has been one
of the team’s best position groups, giving up just 85
rushing yards per conference game while helping
WKU collect 14 sacks in six games.
Junior defensive tackle Jamarcus Allen said the
front four’s success this season has been because of
the collective growth of a veteran group of players.
“We’ve all just matured, growing in the defense
and getting a feel for each other,” Allen said. “We
understand that up front is where it all starts.”
WKU starts senior defensive ends Jared Clendenin
and Bo Adebayo and junior defensive tackles Kenny
Martin and Allen as its regular front four.
Clendenin, Allen and Martin had all been starters
in the past, while Adebayo saw regular playing time
in 2009 and 2010.
With all the unit’s starters being upperclassmen,
defensive coordinator Lance Guidry said he expected
the line to perform well.
“They’re just a year older. They’re stronger and
faster,” Guidry said. “They know what they’re doing.”
In addition to those four, junior defensive end

Quanterus Smith and junior defensive tackle Rammell Lewis have received extensive playing time in
reserve roles.
Smith, who is used most often as a third-down
pass-rush specialist, has collected five tackles for
loss and 2.5 sacks.
“It just adds to the defense,” Adebayo said. “It
makes the game a lot better having someone come in
there and play at the same level.”
Meanwhile Lewis played one of his best games of
the season last week against Florida Atlantic, collecting three tackles and plugging up the Owls offensive
line.
His efforts helped WKU hold FAU to just 25 rushing yards in a 20-0 shutout victory.
Clendenin said the play of Lewis, Allen and Martin in the middle has had a direct impact on WKU
winning its last two games.
“You can tell how effective good defensive tackle play is by our victories,” Clendenin said. “They
played their best two games these last two games, and
we got two wins.”
Those two wins match the two total wins this
group of defensive linemen had been a part of in the
two-plus seasons since most of them started playing
in 2009.
Clendenin, the Toppers' defensive captain, said the
veteran’ unit’s camaraderie has made the Toppers’ defensive line one of the team’s strongest groups.
COOPER BURTON/HERALD
“We’re playing for each other,” Clendenin said. Junior defensive tackle Jamarcus Allen runs through warm“And once we got that concept dow,n it seems like up drills at practice Wednesday. Allen is one of four upperit’s been easier to play well each game.”
classmen starting on the WKU defensive line.

GOLD

CAJUNS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Defensive coordinator Lance Guidry said he expects
the Cajuns to line up in multiple offensive sets to utilize
Green and the rest of their weapons.
“With them, they get in a lot of different formations
with a lot of different personnel,” Guidry said. “It’s not
conventional…We’re going to have to be on point and
play fast.”
The Topper defense will have all its starters available
Saturday, including senior defensive end Jared Clendenin.
Clendenin had his left arm in a sling Tuesday at
practice, but Taggart said the Stone Mountain, Ga.,
native will be ready to go against the Cajuns.
For WKU’s offense, sophomore fullback Kadeem
Jones has practiced all week after tweaking an ankle
last week in the Toppers’ win over Florida Atlantic.
He will likely split snaps against ULL with fellow sophomore Nick Baisch, who filled in for Jones against FAU.

It’s not conventional… We’re
going to have to be on point
and play fast."
—Lance Guidry
Defensive coordinator

A win for the Toppers Saturday would extend their
longest win streak since 2007 and give them their first
home win since 2008.
It would also allow the Toppers to maintain their
third-place position in the Sun Belt standings, giving
them an important tiebreaker over ULL and keeping
them just a game back of Arkansas State.
“We want to win a Sun Belt Conference championship, and Lafayette is the next team in the way of our
goal,” Taggart said. “It’s going to be exciting.”

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

However, Marchionda emphasized that Donahue would
focus primarily on training for
the Olympic trials after the Pan
American games. Donahue
trained with the WKU swim
team all summer before the Pan
American games and will train
for the Olympic trials with the
team as well when she returns.
Donahue made her mark on
WKU’s swim team with significant achievements each season.
She set a record in the 100 butterfly with a time of 54.21 her
freshman year.
As a sophomore, she finished first in the Sun Belt Con-

Successful tennis teams of '70s
to reunite at Homecoming
By HASANI GRAYSON
sports@wkuherald.com

Despite being close with them during his playing
days, former WKU tennis standout Byron Thomas
hasn’t seen his teammates since he graduated in 1973.
Thomas, who now lives in Durham, N.C., is one
of many former WKU tennis players that the Alumni Association is hoping to bring back to campus on
Saturday for a reunion of its tennis teams from the
1970s.
During the decade, women’s tennis had a record
of 65-15 in match play and won three Ohio Valley
Conference championships and two Kentucky Intercollegiate Woman’s Championships. During the
same time period, the men’s teams went 154-53 in
match play winning seven OVC championships.
Many of the players who were so dominant during that decade have not seen each other since they
graduated.
Thomas, named the Ohio Valley Conference
Player of the Year in 1973, was part of a six-man
WKU tennis team that won more than 80 percent of
their matches from 1972 to 1973.
With four of the six players being Swedish, the
only other American on the teams during Thomas’
tenure at WKU was Phil Aurabach.
“I was closer to Phil than probably anybody else
on the team,” said Thomas, who said he’s unsure if
his schedule will allow him to make the trip back
for the reunion. “I would love to see him again.”
Thomas, who only played two years at WKU
after transferring from Palm Beach Junior college,
said that he was recruited by former tennis coach
Ted Hornbach at the Junior college championships.
Hornbach, who Thomas estimated was affiliated
with WKU athletics for about 75 years until the
time of his death, was the coach during the team’s
various runs to conference championships.

“He was an old-fashioned, hard-nosed coach who
was good to his players and loved to win,” Thomas
said.
But it wasn’t just the men of WKU tennis who
were dominant in the 1970s.
Women’s tennis won the state title in 1975 and
remained competitive against the tougher opponents
in the conference throughout the rest of the decade.
One challenge that Katie Tinius and her teammates
looked forward to was their matches against their
cross-state rival Kentucky.
“We beat them, but we did not like UK,” Tinius said.
“They couldn’t stand us and we couldn’t stand them.
“We hated them on the court, but off the court we
were fine.”
Since then, some of her former rivals have become friends of hers.
Likewise, Tinius remained close with her teammates, particularly doubles partner Shelly Whitney,
but is ready for a reunion.
“We were in each other’s weddings,” Tinius said.
“I haven’t seen her in about 20 years, so I would
love to see her again.”
Ray Rose, the former WKU men’s tennis coach,
also said he has had trouble keeping in contact with
the players he coached in the early 1970s.
Rose, who coached from 1972 until 1975, said he
only knows of two of his former players who live
nearby, one of whom coached tennis at Greenwood
High School — Dr. Barrett Lessenberry, who operated once on Rose's knee.
“But he’s the only one I’m in touch with, the only
one I even know where he is,” he said.
Tinius said she hopes that the former players
and coaches will be able to make it back but acknowledged that coordinating events like this can
be tough.
“I appreciate it,” she said. “I think it’s great
they’re trying to do this.”
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ference Championships in the
100 and 200 butterfly, beating
her previous record in the 100
butterfly.
Junior year, Donahue became the first female swimmer
in WKU history to qualify for
the finals session at an NCAA
Championship meet. She finished fourth in the nation in the
100 butterfly.
Donahue ended her career
at WKU by finishing second in
the nation with a school-record
setting time of 51.68 in the 100
butterfly.
“She’s a big part of the program here,” Marchionda said.
“(The team) is following her every move, and we’re genuinely
excited for her and excited for
her success.”

CHAMP
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“Libby has been amazing for our team. We would not be
where we are today without her,” Williams said. “It’s on the
field stuff, how well she makes plays and how well she leads
on the field by example. She’s been huge.”
Stout added that her four years with the team have caused
her to grow and learn to deal with people. Along the way,
she’s made friends and has become more of a leader.
“I think it’s been a very fulfilling career,” she said. “Right
now we just want to win the conference championship.”
Neidell said that although the records she’s broken are important, you can tell it’s not what she’s concerned about now.
He added that for her, it’s about the team.
“I think the most important thing to her would be to win the
conference championship and go to the NCAA tournament,”
he said. “She’s a humble person. The records are important.
I think they’re something that she’ll look back on with fond
memories, but I think for her it’s a team concept and what the
team’s doing.”
The team will begin their quest for the conference championship in a couple of weeks. However, WKU is set to battle a
strong South Alabama team on the road at 1 p.m. Sunday with
their six-match winning streak on the line.
South Alabama is right behind the Lady Toppers in the
Sun Belt standings and went through a seven-match winning
streak earlier in the season.
“We’ve got to get separation from the middle of the pack
if we really want to set ourselves apart as one of the upper
teams in the Sun Belt,” Williams said. “We have struggled on
the road and we need take care of business, regardless of the
surroundings and the traveling.”
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Lady Toppers'
success evident
to former players
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@wkuherald.com

JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD

Running back Bobby Rainey catches a touchdown pass during WKU's 26-22 loss to Arkansas State Oct. 1. Rainey and the
Toppers take on Sun Belt Conference leader Louisiana-Lafayette at 3 p.m. Saturday in Smith Stadium.

New year, new team
WKU facing challenge with surprising Ragin’ Cajuns
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

These aren’t last year’s Ragin’ Cajuns.
One year ago WKU traveled to Cajun
Field and ended its 26-game losing streak
emphatically, beating Louisiana-Lafayette
54-21.
Those 2010 Cajuns stumbled to a 3-9
record, and veteran coach Ricky Bustle
was shown the door.
Enter Head Coach Mark Hudspeth,
who has ULL (6-1, 4-0 Sun Belt Conference) on a six-game win streak and sitting
alone on top of the league standings.
WKU (2-4, 2-1) will look to cool off the
upstart Cajuns when the two teams play at
3 p.m. Saturday at Smith Stadium in the
Toppers’ annual Homecoming game.
“Holy cow, that turnaround they’ve
had is remarkable,” offensive coordinator
Zach Azzanni said. “They’re doing great
things.”
Hudspeth came to ULL from Mississippi State where he had been passing
game coordinator under Bulldogs’ coach
Dan Mullen.
His offense has scored at least 30 points
in each of its Sun Belt contests, including
a 30-10 win over North Texas last Saturday.
“Once you meet Coach Hud, you’ll see

they’re going to follow his personality and
the type of guy he is,” Head Coach Willie
Taggart said. “He’s a winner and they’re
playing that way.”
The Cajuns are led by dual-threat quarterback Blaine Gautier.
The junior has thrown for 10 touchdowns with just one interception this season, while rushing for 225 yards and one
score.
Gautier has done much of his damage
throwing to wide receiver Javone Lawson,
who has a team-high 452 receiving yards
and four touchdowns.
“He’s real dangerous,” junior safety
Kareem Peterson said of Gautier. “He can
get the ball to his receivers and he can run.
I think the team looks a little bit more athletic.”
In addition to Gautier and Lawson,
WKU will have to deal with both a big Cajun offensive line and athletic tight end,
Ladarius Green.
Green, like junior Topper tight end
Jack Doyle, was named to the John
Mackey Award Midseason list earlier in
the week.
The Mackey Award is given annually to
the nation’s best collegiate tight end.
SEE CAJUNS, PAGE 7

The WKU volleyball team is having one of its best seasons
ever, but the success of the team hasn’t surprised everyone.
Kelly Potts, who played for WKU for four years before
graduating last year, said the pieces for a successful team were
already in place.
“They had it all there,” she said. “They couldn’t have
asked for a better group to return from last year.”
WKU (21-3, 8-1 Sun Belt Conference) is ranked No. 32
in the American Volleyball Coaches Association poll and No.
23 in the RPI poll. The Lady Toppers have the best overall record in the conference and are second in their division behind
Middle Tennessee, the only Sun Belt team to which WKU
has lost.
Potts, the older sister of WKU sophomore defensive specialist Ashley Potts, said she’s seen the Lady Toppers improve
most in defense in the nine or ten matches she’s seen this season.
Senior middle hitter Tiffany Elmore agreed, saying the
Lady Toppers’ defense has made big strides over the course
of the season.
SEE FORMER, PAGE 6

SOCCER

Stout wants a
championship
By AUSTIN LANTER
sports@wkuherald.com

As goal keeper Libby Stout’s senior season winds down,
she has one thing on her mind.
It’s not adding to the record book, as she’s already done
plenty of times. Stout holds the WKU record for most wins
and shutouts and just last weekend she broke the Sun Belt
Conference shutout record.
But Stout wants a conference championship.
“(The records) mean a lot,” she said. “It shows that I’ve
worked hard and really put in a lot of effort to do good things
here, but a lot of those are really attributed to my teammates.
I couldn’t get those records without them. It shows that I’ve
worked hard and that my team has worked hard for me.”
Head Coach Jason Neidell said that Stout is one of the
players who has taken the WKU program to the next level.
Her performance on and off the field has landed her the role
of team captain — the only captain for the team.
“Her talent speaks for itself,” he said. “The records she’s
broken speak for themselves. She’s more than that for our
team. She’s a leader. She’s a model for what we want our student athletes to be about.”
The other players, even her fellow seniors, look up to her
and see her as a leader.
Senior midfielder Lindsay Williams agreed with Neidell
and added that she’s the type of player that you can “build the
whole team around.”
SEE CHAMP, PAGE 7

SWIMMING

Donahue swims for gold in Pan American Games
By MERCEDES TRENT
sports@wkuherald.com

Former WKU swimmer Claire Donahue will wrap up her performance at the
XVI Pan American games Friday in Guadalajara, Mexico, as she competes as part
of the United States 4x100 medley relay
team.
WKU’s head swimming coach, Bruce
Marchionda, believes Donahue will end
her time in Guadalajara with a strong finish.
“I think they have a chance to break the
Pan American record with her strong performance in the 100 butterfly,” Marchionda
said. “(Donahue) needs to take the success
she had in the individual event and utilize
that in the relay.”
The Lenoir City, Tenn., native found
early success in the Pan American games
when she won a gold medal in the 100-meter butterfly Saturday.
Marchionda, who has spoken to Donahue every day since she’s been in Mexico,
said “she’s feeling pretty good in the water

and getting very excited to swim in the relay Friday night.”
Donahue will swim the butterfly leg of
the race and fellow Pan American Games
gold medalist Annie Chandler will swim
the 100 breaststroke as part of the United
States team as well.
“With the strength in the 100 breaststroke, I would think they would have a
legitimate chance to break the pan am record and bring home the gold medal for the
United States,” Marchionda said.
Marchionda said the Brazilian relay
team will be the toughest competition.
“They’ve been having a very good meet
and based on their individual performances
they should be able to put together a very
good women’s relay,” Marchionda said.
Marchionda also predicts that Donahue
will be chosen for “Duel in the Pool,” a
USA Swimming event held the third weekend of December that will pit an American
all-star team against an European all-star
team.
SEE GOLD, PAGE 7
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Former WKU swimmer Claire Donahue will swim for the gold medal tonight in the 4x100 medley relay at the Pan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico.
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